
COUNCIL MEETING 19 NOVEMBER 2020 
Item 4 – Public Questions 
 
 

 Question From Question to  

1 Lynn Paterson 
 

Leader What is the Council’s current policy in relation to making public breaches of the 
Councillors’ Code of Conduct?  
 

2 Lynn Paterson Leader How many breaches have occurred in each of the past three years? If any, were these 
breaches made public and, if so, in what ways?  
 

3 Lynn Paterson 
 
 

Leader What is the Council’s policy in relation to making public any future breaches of the new 
Code of Conduct, once it comes into force. 
 

4 Bernice O’Reilly Leader 
 
 

Given the importance of clear and transparent governance of local government, and in 
order to have the confidence of residents in   East Hampshire, can Councillor Millard tell 
us why the report by D J Bowles and Associates was not published as originally intended 
on 2nd September 2020? 
 

5 Bernice O’Reilly Leader 
 

Can Councillor Millard now confirm when and how the report by David Bowles will be 
made public so that residents can see the full outcome of this investigation and 
understand if, and to what extent, taxpayers money has been used irregularly? 

6 Bernice O’Reilly Leader 
 

Can Councillor Millard commit, on behalf of East Hampshire District Council, that the 
recommendations contained in that report will be fully acted on and a report made to 
residents on how this has been done? 
 

7 Iain Robinson Cllr Costigan How many staff are dedicated to working on EHDC’s Property Investment Portfolio, has 
the staffing level increased within the last twelve months and what is the main focus of 
their work? 
 

8 Iain Robinson Cllr Costigan The Council states that it earns £3.0 revenue from a £141.5M portfolio.  Current & 
historic yield should be 4.5/5% delivering £7M.  Then nett of fees, interest on loans, 



property and internal staff costs a more normal ‘revenue’ would be >£6M.  If the 
Council’s £3.0M is gross then it is probable that there is no local tax mitigation – the 
portfolio just breaking even.  Could a more detailed financial statement and policy be 
provided to explain these anomalies.  
 

9 Iain Robinson Cllr Costigan The March 19 portfolio shows breaches of the Council’s Strategy of no single property 
value @>20% total holding. Furthermore, the strategy no longer complies with 
Government policy which presents both stricter regulation and increased interest 
rates.  When will the Council’s updated strategy addressing these points be published. 
 

10 Moira Johnson Cllr Butler How does EHDC plan to create truly affordable starter homes in East Hampshire and 
from what price, when the East Hampshire household affordability gap is more than 
three times the England average (£132,181 to £42,272).  

 

11 Moira Johnson Cllr Butler 
 

With reference to the East Hampshire Revenue and capital budget 2020-21, the Welfare 
budget was raised by increasing Council Tax this year  

Can EHDC confirm how and when it plans to spend the £715,000 earmarked for welfare 
in East Hampshire 2020-21? 

 

12 
 

Moira Johnson Leader 
 

Will there be a £215,000 uplift in Council Tax for Welfare initiatives in East Hampshire 
and for what years? 
 

13 Melanie 
Robinson 

Cllr Louisson Will the Council consider allocating a dedicated revenue budget to support work to 
deliver against its Climate Change Policy? 

 

 


